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Celebrating a unique partnership



This calendar marks the 30 year anniversary of a unique
partnership between The Hills Group and Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust. 

The story began in 1990 when Hills initially provided funds for
the Trust’s work in the Braydon Forest area to the west of
Swindon and the area now known as The Firs Nature Reserve.
The woodland which was owned by Hills, was leased to the Trust
for a peppercorn rent and was the start of the Braydon Forest
Countryside Management Project.

In 1996, the financial support of the Hills Group increased
significantly with the introduction of Landfill Tax. This new
Government scheme required landfill operators to collect a tax on
all waste going into landfill. As a landfill operator, Hills was allowed
to divert some of the tax to registered environmental bodies and
the Trust became the first organisation in the country to benefit
from what is now known as the Landfill Communities Fund.  

Pictured in 1997 at

Braydon Forest are

Geraldine Wimble and Dr

Gary Mantle of Wiltshire

Wildlife Trust in the centre,

receiving a cheque from

the late Robert Hill (left)

and Alan Pardoe (right).

Since then, over £8.3 million in Landfill Communities Fund grants
have been made available to the Trust by Hills. This funding has
allowed the Trust to acquire many nature reserves, set up its own
farming operations and continue with its regular conservation
management work across the county.  

“We are committed to giving
something back for the benefit of
all communities in Wiltshire.
Supporting the Trust ensures
that wildlife habitats are created
and protected for the future
generations to enjoy.” Mike Hill,
Chief Executive, The Hills Group  

“One of our most important
supporters over the past 30
years has been The Hills Group. 
A sincere thank you to Hills for
their continued support,
providing a measure of certainty
and continuity as we seek to
ensure that we can continue our
priority conservation work during
these difficult times”. Dr Gary
Mantle MBE, Chief Executive,
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust.

Photo credit:  Millie Pilkington, Country Life Magazine
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Across Wiltshire, Hills’ support for the Trust is covering the following projects and more:

• Four lakes, 25 acres of wetland,
13 acres of reed bed, 600
metres of the River Wylye at
Langford, a visitor centre and
an education centre at
Langford Lakes nature reserve 
near Salisbury

• Creation and restoration of
many flower rich grasslands
and hay meadows such as
Clattinger Farm which is
home to over 60,000
snakeshead fritillary and
30,000 winged orchids 

• 10,000 trees planted at High
Penn Wood, Calne with the
help of 100 volunteers, with a
further 2,500 planted to
soften the effects of Ash
dieback on the site 

• Otters returning to Wiltshire
after 20 years of hard work,
now often seen at nature
reserves at Langford Lakes,
near Salisbury, and Lower Moor,
Cricklade 

• A dragonfly project at 
Lower Moor and the
Cotswold Water Park 

• Waste and recycling initiatives,
inspiring the next generation
and much more… 

Photo credit:  Gary Mantle

Photo credit:  Gary MantlePhoto credit: Stephen Davis
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Barn owl by S Skeeze
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Winter landscape by Rihaij P
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March hare by John Bridges
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Frog in a pond by Paul Bonnar
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Snake’s head fritillary at Lower Moor Farm by Stephen Davis
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Bumble bee on apple blossom by Dennis Flarsen
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Kingfisher by David Mark
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Common blue butterfly by Jon Hawkins
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Harvest mice by Nick Fewings
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Forest fungus by Anders Floor
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Fieldfare in frosted winter hedgerow by Chris Gomersall
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Winter fox by Ray Hennessy
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