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1 Introduction 

1.1 Planning Permission for Woodsford Quarry, Woodsford near Dorchester was granted in 2007, 

for the extraction and processing of sand and gravel and ancillary facilities such as processing 

plant, concrete batching plant, office, workshop and weighbridge.  A copy of this permission 

and associated plans are in Appendix 1. Hills Quarry Products Limited (the applicant) operates 

the quarry which they opened in 2009. 

1.2 The extracted sand and gravel requires washing to remove any impurities. This produces silt 

which must be removed, in on site settlement lagoons, prior to the discharge of the wash 

water. The impurity content in the mineral is, however, much greater than anticipated when 

planning permission was sought. As a result, the settlement lagoons are insufficient in size to 

process the remaining mineral in the quarry. It has been estimated that the life of the existing 

settlement lagoons and quarry is 1.5 and 14 years respectively.  

1.3 Planning Permission is, therefore, sought to extend the quarry into a field to the north (the 

Extension Area). Here, the underlying mineral will be extracted to allow the additional silt beds 

to be constructed which will be sufficient for the remaining life of the quarry. Exploratory 

drilling and trial pits have been conducted in the Extension Area which suggests that 

approximately 243,000 tonnes of sand and gravel and 130,000 tonnes of fine sand is available. 

Permission is also sought to erect a bagging plant in a discrete location within the existing 

processing area. The principle purpose of this plant will be to bag small quantities of 

aggregates from the quarry for wholesale resale. 

1.4 A secondary planning application, made under Section 73 of the Town and County Planning 

Act, accompanies this application. This seeks to vary the permitted phasing and restoration 

requirements of the current quarry planning permission, to facilitate the Extension Area. It also 

seeks internal layout changes to improve operational efficiencies and noise attenuation and 

for an amendment to the permitted noise monitoring scheme. 

1.5 Detailed environmental research has identified the likely impacts of the development. The 

proposals contained in this application have been designed, as a result of the findings of these 

assessments, to adopt the measures necessary to mitigate any undesirable or unacceptable 

impact. 
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2 The Site 

2.1 Site Location Plan no: WQSLP-5000-001 shows the location of Woodsford Quarry and the 

extent of the Extension Area and proposed bagging plant outlined in red. Plan nos: WQ-2500-

001 and WQ-2500-002 provide a site survey.  

2.2 The Extension Area is part of Woodsford Farm which lies in open countryside to the south and 

north of the villages of Woodsford and Crossways respectively. The town of Dorchester lies 5 

km to the west.  

2.3 The Extension Area is 12.4 ha in size and incorporates a relatively flat agricultural field 

enclosed by hedgerows. The proposed bagging plant covers a 0.6 ha area in the existing quarry 

processing area. 

2.4 To the north of the Extension Area, the field steeply drops to the lane to Woodsford Village. To 

the east is agricultural land, whilst Woodsford Quarry lies to the south. In the south-western 

corner of the Extension Area is a soil bund from the quarry operations. Adjacent to this bund is 

the quarry processing area. To the west lies Herons Grove which is deciduous native woodland. 

Footpaths & Designations 

2.5 A public right of way (Footpath 6) crosses the Extension Area in the south eastern corner.  The 

site is not subject to any environmental or landscape designations. 

Geology  

2.6 The geology in the Extension Area has been established using boreholes and trial pits. The 

resulting report is in Appendix 2. Here lower grey sand was found to lie underneath the sand & 

gravel.  

2.7 Samples have been graded from the sand and gravel and grey sand which suggest that these 

deposits are commercially viable. 
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3 The Proposals 

Mineral Extraction & Silt Lagoon Construction    

3.1 It is proposed to extract the sand and gravel, to create the silt lagoons shown on plan no: 

14803-2500-001, over a 1 year period. Mineral extraction is currently in Phase D which will be 

temporarily mothballed during extraction in the Extension Area. Plan nos: 91077/CO/W/1 & 

91077/CO/E/1, in Appendix 1, show the current quarry phasing scheme. 

3.2 Prior to mineral extraction, soils and any overburden will be stripped and used to progressively 

extend the perimeter screen bund shown on plan no: 14803-2500-001. Following which, 

243,200 tonnes of processable sand and gravel will be extracted and taken to the processing 

area using a dump truck. Any rejected mineral will be used as a restoration material in the 

existing quarry or in the construction of the perimeter bund. 

3.3 To construct the silt lagoons, mineral extraction will extend into a 3 m depth of the underlying 

grey sand. Approximately 40% of this deposit will be clay that will be retained on site and used 

to line the silt lagoons. The remaining grey sand will be processed to produce approximately 

130,000 tonnes of fine sand. This will be stored prior to sale on the floor of the worked out 

quarry, to the south of the Extension Area, shown on plan no: 14803-2500-001. Here, the 

stockpiles will not exceed 7m in height from the pre-quarrying ground levels. 

3.4 Condition 3 of the quarry planning permission requires mineral extraction to cease within 20 

years of commencement, resulting in an end date of 01/10/2029. An extension of time is not 

proposed or required to incorporate the extra mineral from the Extension Area. 

Screen Bunding 

3.5 It is proposed that the existing western perimeter screen bund is extended around the 

western, northern and eastern boundaries of the Extension Area, as shown on plan no: 14803-

2500-001 and in section on plan no: 14803-1000-003. The bund will be 5 m in height with 1 in 

5 outer and 1 in 3 to 1 in 5 inner slope angles. This bund will have sufficient capacity to hold all 

the soil and overburden from the Extension Area. 

3.6 A 5 m minimum buffer zone will be retained between the toe of the bund and the perimeter 

hedgerows. Following construction, the bund will be sown with a low maintenance grass seed 

mix in accordance with landscape plan no: WOOD001 Rev A. The bunds and grass seed will be 

maintained throughout the life of the quarry. 
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Internal Bunding 

3.7 A 2-3 m high bund will be constructed on the southern boundary of the Extension Area and a 5 

m high bund to the east and north of the swale, to help attenuate noise from the 

plant/processing area. A 4 m high noise bund will also be constructed, of washed rejects, to 

the east of the crushing activities.  

3.8 The internal bunding is shown on plan no: 14803-2500-001 which will have 1 in 1 inner and 

outer slope angles. Landscaping of the internal bunding is not proposed as they will not be 

seen from outside of the quarry. 

Restoration 

3.9 Plan no: WOOD002 Rev A provides a revised restoration scheme for the quarry which has been 

updated to include the Extension Area. Here, the perimeter bunds will be removed and the 

arising materials used to restore the silt lagoon area back to agriculture.   

3.10 The original restoration scheme for the western part of the quarry is shown on plan no: 

91077/RS/W/1 in Appendix 1.  Here, a strip of damp pasture, and the occasional pond to the 

north, is proposed to take surface water from the restored quarry to a pond in the north 

western corner of the site.  To ensure that this strip drains to the north-west, a central ditch is 

now proposed to connect the ponds. 

3.11 The original restoration plan also proposed that heathy grassland would naturally develop 

around the silt lagoons. Concerns have since been raised that this will not be achievable, due 

to a lack of similar habitat in proximity to the site. It is therefore proposed that the heathy 

grassland is replaced with a damp acid pasture.  

3.12 It is not proposed to amend the approved restoration scheme for the eastern part of the 

quarry which is shown on Plan No: 91077/RS/E/1 in Appendix 1. 

Processing Area 

1.12 The area to the south of the existing processing area is shown, on plan no: 91077/CO/W/1 in 

Appendix 1, as silt lagoons. It is proposed that this area is used for processing (including 

crushing) and storage, until it is required for the silt lagoons, as shown on plan no: 14803-

2500-002. 

3.13 To improve the access into this area the existing haul road, which runs adjacent to the 

conveyor, will be widened. This will require the removal of a hedgerow, tree and bund. The 
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removal of this hedgerow and tree, which is already consented by the quarry planning 

permission, will avoid the bird nesting season. The tree will also be removed under ecological 

supervision. 

Phasing 

3.14 Plan no: 91077/C0/W/1 Rev B provides a simplified phasing scheme for the quarry, where 

working will recommence in Phase D once the entire mineral reserve has been extracted from 

the Extension Area (Phase D1).  The accompanying Section 73 Planning Application seeks the 

adoption of this revised phasing plan into the main quarry planning permission. 

Bagging Plant 

3.15 It is proposed to construct and operate an aggregate bagging plant, shown on plan no: 

2619/01, in the quarry processing area. It is envisaged that this facility will replace that in 

Warmwell Quarry which is due to cease operation in 2015.  

3.16 Approximately 70% of the aggregates to be bagged will be sourced from Woodsford Quarry. 

The remaining 30% will be imported to the site in bulk for bagging. The bagged aggregates will 

be taken in bulk, to construction materials suppliers, for resale. 

Machinery/Plant 

3.17 The existing quarry plant and machinery will be used for the construction of the silt lagoons, 

bunds and for the processing of the resulting mineral and in the operation of the bagging 

plant.  As a result, new plant or machinery is not required. 

Soils Stripping & Handling 

3.18 Where soil removal is required, soils will be stripped in their correct sequence, when they are 

in a dry and friable condition and in suitable weather conditions, in accordance with the 

scheme approved by condition 14 of the quarry planning permission. 

Hours of Working 

3.19 It is proposed that all operations associated with the development proposal shall adopt the 

same working hours as those limited by condition 13 of the quarry planning permission. 
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4 Assessment of Environmental Impacts 

4.1 In preparing this planning application, the proposal has been tested against the requirements 

of the EIA regulations. The development is not considered, in terms of scale and likely impact, 

to be an EIA development.  Nevertheless, an assessment of the potential environmental 

impacts follows. 

Archaeology 

4.2 The archaeological desktop assessment in Appendix 3 has been conducted for the Extension 

Area which recognises that there are no known heritage assets in the Extension Area. In 

accordance with this assessment, it is proposed that the ground works in the Extension Area 

are subject to a watching brief to record any archaeology. Such a method of archaeological 

evaluation is a requirement of condition 24 of the existing quarry planning permission. 

Agriculture  

4.3 The development proposal will not lead to the permanent loss of agricultural land, as the 

Extension Area will be restored back to agriculture.  

Dust 

4.4 The control of dust will be managed in accordance with the scheme in Appendix 4 which has 

been approved by condition 17 of the quarry planning permission.  This scheme requires the 

management of dust in both the quarry and plant/processing areas.  

Ecology 

4.5 The ecological assessment in Appendix 5 has been conducted for the Extension Area and the 

removal of the tree to the south.  Here, it demonstrates that there are no protected sites or 

important habitats that will be impacted upon by the development proposal as the site is 

already intensively managed farmland. 

4.6 A badger sett was identified in woodland close to the site that, without mitigation, could 

potentially be flooded. To protect this sett, the western boundary of the lagoons will be lined. 

Furthermore, a 10 m buffer zone will be maintained between the badger sett and the 

proposed perimeter bund, for its protection. 

4.7 The tree to be removed for the haul road has minor bat roosting potential. To avoid conflicts 

the tree will be felled during cold weather conditions, below 10 degrees C, in the autumn. A 
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trained ecologist will be present at the time of felling to deal with any potential disturbance to 

bats. The felling works will progress in the following manner: 

 The dead branches will be cut by hand saw and lowered to the ground; 

 The ecologist will inspect the crevices for bats; 

 Any bats found will be placed within a bat box; 

 The bat box will be sited upon one of the adjacent trees, but away from disturbance 

from vehicles, about 20 metres from the south side of the hedge; and 

 The bat box will be a permanent fixture. 

Highways  

4.8 The development proposal will not lead to a change in outputs from the quarry which could 

significantly increase HGVs using the local road network. HGVs importing aggregates to the site 

for bagging, will ‘back haul’ aggregate from Woodsford on their return journey.  Between 0-5 

HGVs per day will be associated with the export of bagged aggregates from the site. All HGVs 

will use the purpose built road access onto the public highway. 

Hydrology & Flood Risk 

4.9 A hydrological and flood risk assessment is in Appendix 6. This assessment recognises that 

there are no overriding hydrogeologically, hydrologically or flood risk based reasons why the 

development proposal should not proceed, subject to the adoption of the following mitigation 

which it is proposed to adopt. 

 Hydrometric monitoring of the existing site boreholes will continue; 

 The quantities of water abstracted from the works and discharged will continue to be 

recorded. 

 The proposed silt lagoons formed on completion of mineral extraction will be lined 

with site derived low permeability material, to prevent leakage from the lagoons to 

the aquifer. 

 The site will continue to adopt its methodology for the safe handling and storage of 

fuels and oils to prevent the risk of spillage/leakage. 
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Landscape & Visibility 

4.10 A landscape and visual impact appraisal (LVA) for the development proposal is in Appendix 

7.  The LVA considers the locations of the proposed quarry extension and proposed bagging 

plant in terms of their existing visibility from surrounding receptors which includes residential 

properties and Public Rights of Way (PRoW) and the general landscape character of the 

proposed development areas and the wider surroundings. Appendix 1 of the LVA includes 11 

panoramic photographs taken from selected key viewpoints in which there is potential for the 

development proposals to be seen. These are used to help describe the likely landscape and 

visual effects of the development.    

4.11 The site is not located within an area designated for its landscape quality and the proposed 

quarry extension area consists of agricultural land which is abundant in the locality and 

relatively straightforward to reinstate. In terms of landscape character, it is demonstrated that 

the character of the existing quarry is not typical of the surrounding low lying, predominantly 

flat, agricultural landscape. Nevertheless, there is recognition in the County landscape 

character assessments that quarrying activity has been evident for many years within the 

wider area. The proposed quarry extension area is set within agricultural fields and is therefore 

more characteristic of the locality, albeit influenced by the proximity of the quarry operation. 

4.12 The proposal for a quarry extension to the northeast of the plant site would be generally 

uncharacteristic of the land, which is currently used for agriculture, although the proximity of 

the existing quarry operation influences the sensitivity of this area to extraction works of an 

identical nature, as does historical precedent, as indicated above. In addition, and set within 

the context of the far larger, previously approved extraction areas to the immediate south and 

east,  the significance of effects on landscape character during the operational stages would be 

limited. The land would be reinstated back to agriculture which would be characteristic of the 

surroundings and entirely appropriate. 

4.13 The proposed bagging plant would introduce a number of new elements into the processing 

plant site, although the LVA considers that changes would be characteristic of the existing 

mineral operation and would be generally local in nature, not affecting the wider landscape 

character to a greater degree than experienced at present. Restoration of the processing plant 

site area has previously been consented and the proposed bagging plant would not alter that. 

The land will be restored to acid grassland surrounding silt lagoons which will develop reeds 

and naturally regenerated willow/birch woodland which will integrate well with the 

surroundings and positively contribute to local landscape character and nature conservation.  
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4.14 In terms of the development proposal’s visibility, it is well screened from all locations to the 

west and north due to intervening vegetation. From the east and south, middle and long 

distance partial views of stockpiles, soil bunds and the top parts of plant infrastructure are 

available but are largely curtailed by intervening hedgerows. The best views of the existing 

works are available from points along a Public Right of Way which extends in a generally north 

to south direction through the operational area and from first floor windows of properties to 

the northeast of the proposed extension area, within West Woodsford. 

4.15 The highest levels of visual disturbance associated with the development proposals would be 

during initial soil stripping and bunding works and also construction of the bagging plant, as 

these works would involve machinery movements including 360 degree excavators and 

possibly cranes. However, these activities would be temporary, relatively short term in nature 

and seen in the context of the existing quarry operations. Subsequent operations within the 

proposed development areas would be screened from the vast majority of views by the 

proposed bund, by existing bunds, by stockpiles or by intervening vegetation.  

4.16 Once restored, the appearance of the proposed extension area would be virtually identical to 

the existing agricultural field and the existing bund in the south-western corner would be 

removed. The appearance of the plant site where the proposed bagging plant would be will be 

in accordance with the consented restoration for that area, as considered above.   

4.17 It is concluded that the development proposals would be accommodated in the landscape 

without causing unacceptable adverse effects on landscape features, character or visual 

amenity during the temporary operational and progressive restoration stage, and would offer 

positive benefits to the landscape and visual amenity following restoration operations, 

aftercare and a period of maturity. The proposal would, therefore, respond positively to a 

number of national and local planning policies and following restoration would contribute to 

the character of the surrounding landscape, offering enhancements to green infrastructure 

and nature conservation. 

Noise 

4.18 A noise impact of the existing quarry and proposed development is assessed in the report in 

Appendix 8. In doing so, compliance with the existing noise limits in the quarry planning 

permission was calculated. With the existing noise mitigation employed in the sites (bunds and 

operational methods), the noise limits in the approved noise scheme approved by condition 11 
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of the existing quarry planning permission were adhered to with the exception of Cuckoo 

Mead/Lower Dairy and Watermead Cottage.  

4.19 At Cuckoo Mead/Lower Dairy an increase in noise of 1 dB(A) was calculated above the 45 

dBLAeq, 1hour, free filed limit in the approved scheme. This increase was due to the noise 

produced by the scalpings plant in the processing area. As mitigation, it is proposed to erect a 

5m high noise attenuation bund to the east of the scalpings plant shown on plan no: 14803-

2500-001.  

4.20 At Watermead Cottage the approved scheme sets a limit of 40dBLAeq, 1hour, free field which 

is a much lower than the limits from other locations which range from 48-52dBLAeq, 1hour, 

free field.  The noise calculated from the existing quarry at Watermead with the existing noise 

mitigation methods employed was 48dBLAeq, 1hour, free field.  Nevertheless, in examining 

the past noise reports and planning documentation it is not clear why such a low noise limit 

was set at Watermead Cottage which is recognised as being ‘unusually low for daytime noise 

from a minerals extraction site and accordingly it has a potential to impose unreasonable 

burdens on the mineral operator’. As a result, it is recommended that the noise limit at this 

property be raised to 48dBLAeq, 1hour, free field for the existing operations.  

4.21 The noise calculations were extended to include the likely noise levels during the working of 

the Extension Area. Here, it is demonstrated that all the operations would be compliant with 

the noise limits in the scheme approved by condition 11 of the existing quarry planning 

permission subject to an increase in the limit at Watermead Cottage.  

Public Rights of Way 

4.22 Footpath No: 6 crosses the south eastern corner of the Extension Area and will remain 

unaffected by the development proposal. 
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5 Section 73 Planning Application 

5.1 To facilitate the Extension Area a secondary planning application, made under Section 73 of 

the Town and County Planning Act, accompanies the main application. This seeks to vary 

conditions 4, 11, 15 and 21 of planning permission ref: 1/E/2005/0742 in Appendix 1. 

5.2 The secondary application seeks the adoption of revised phasing and restoration schemes. It 

also proposes internal layout changes to improve operational efficacies and noise attenuation 

and for an amendment to the permitted noise monitoring scheme. To incorporate these 

changes, the following variation of planning conditions are proposed 

5.3 Condition 4 requires compliance with the approved development plans and specifications 

submitted for and as part of planning permission Ref: 1/E/2005/0742. It is proposed to vary 

condition 4 to include reference to the extension application as follows:  

“Unless otherwise approved in writing by the Mineral Planning Authority, no development 

shall be carried out other than in strict accordance with the plans and details hereby 

approved or the schemes approved under the requirements of these conditions including the 

details submitted for the extension application dated March 2015. Operations on the 

application site shall be carried out in accordance with the approved plans, working scheme 

and details and no part of the operations specified therein shall be amended or omitted 

without the prior written approval of the Mineral Planning Authority”. 

5.4 Condition 11 of planning permission ref: 1/E/2005/0742 requires compliance with a detailed 

scheme for the control of noise emanating from the site which includes noise limits. This 

includes a maximum noise level, at Watermead Cottage, of 40dBA. As detailed above, it is 

proposed to increase the noise limit at Watermead Cottage to 48dBLAeq, 1hour, free field in 

an updated noise monitoring scheme. The proposed scheme is in Appendix 9. It is therefore 

proposed to vary condition 11 as follows: 

“The scheme dated January 2015 shall be implemented and complied with for the duration 

of operations at the site, unless otherwise agreed in writing with the Mineral Planning 

Authority”. 

5.5 Condition 15 requires that materials are not imported into the site which it is now necessary to 

do to supply, in part, the aggregates for the proposed bagging plant.  Imported materials, such 

as concrete additives/substitutes and specialist aggregates, are also required for the existing 

concrete batching plant. It is therefore proposed that condition 15 is varied to:   
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“No waste or other material shall be imported onto the site unless in association with the 

bagging and concrete batching plants”. 

5.6 Condition 21 requires compliance with phased restoration and aftercare details. As detailed 

above, the incorporation of the quarry extension requires changes to the approved restoration 

and phasing schemes. It is therefore proposed to vary condition 21 to: 

“The site shall be progressively restored and managed in accordance with restoration plan 

nos: WOOD002 Rev A & 91077/RS/E/1 Rev A and phasing plans nos: 91077/CO/W/1 Rev B 

& 91077/CO/E/1”. 
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6 Planning Policy 

6.1 Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires planning 

applications to be determined in accordance with the development plan unless material 

considerations indicate otherwise. This is the established principle of a presumption in favour 

of granting permission for development which is in accordance with the development plan, 

and is reiterated in the National Planning Policy Framework as discussed below.  For mineral 

development in Dorset the Bournemouth, the Dorset and Poole Minerals Strategy Adopted 6th 

May 2014 is the local development plan. 

National Planning Policy 

6.2 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) dated March 2012 sets out the Government’s 

objectives and planning policies including those for mineral development.  Paragraph 14 of the 

NPPF sets out the presumption in favour of sustainable development. Paragraph 7 states that 

there are three dimensions to sustainable development. As described below, the development 

proposals accords with each dimension: 

“An economic role – contributing to building a strong, responsive and competitive 

economy, by ensuring that sufficient land of the right type is available in the right places 

and at the right time to support growth and innovation; and by identifying and 

coordinating development requirements, including the provision of infrastructure;” 

Comment: The development proposal will provide for the continued and 

competitive supply of sand and gravel aggregate building products as and when required 

to sustain local economic development and improvements to infrastructure. This will 

contribute towards building a strong, responsive and competitive economy required for 

Dorset’s economic growth.  

“A social role – supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities, by providing the 

supply of housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations and by 

creating a high quality built environment, with accessible local services that reflect the 

community’s needs and support its health, social and cultural well-being”. 

Comment: The development proposal provides a social role through the provision 

of employment and a supply of construction materials necessary to support the local 

community and its development requirements.   
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“An environmental role – contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and 

historic environment and, as part of this, helping to improve biodiversity, use natural 

resources prudently, minimise waste and pollution, and mitigate and adapt to climate 

change including moving to a low carbon economy”. 

Comment: The development proposed ensures that a sufficient supply of local 

construction materials will continue to be made available where they are required. This 

will avoid the environmental/climate/carbon impacts, in terms of transportation, that 

would result from importing materials greater distances to fulfil local needs.  

In designing the development proposal, its impact has been researched and mitigation 

adopted to avoid unacceptable environmental impacts.  The proposed restoration scheme 

provides environmental benefits and the extension of the silt lagoon capacity provides for 

the efficient use of water resources.  

6.3 The NPPF acknowledges, at paragraph 142, that ‘Minerals are essential to support sustainable 

economic growth and our quality of life. It is therefore important that there is a sufficient 

supply of material’.  Consequently, when determining planning applications, the NPPF requires 

planning authorities to ‘give great weight to the benefits of the mineral extraction, including to 

the economy’.   

6.4 Section 4 of the NPPF seeks to promote sustainable transport. Paragraph 32 states that 

development should only be refused on transport grounds where the safe and suitable access 

cannot be achieved and the cumulative impact of the development would be severe. The 

development proposal will not significantly increase traffic movements and will utilise the 

existing purpose built road access on the public highway. 

6.5 Paragraph 103 requires planning authorities to ensure that development will not be affected 

by flooding and will not create a flood risk elsewhere. Consideration of flood risk must be 

informed by a site specific risk assessment. An appropriate assessment has been provided in 

Appendix 6 which demonstrates that the development proposal will not create a flood risk.  

6.6 Paragraph 118 requires that, when determining planning applications, local planning 

authorities should aim to conserve and enhance biodiversity by ensuring significant harm can 

be avoided and mitigation adopted. An ecological assessment has been provided which 

demonstrates that the development can occur without impact subject to mitigation. It is 

proposed to adopt this mitigation.  
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6.7 Section 12 concerns the historic environment. In accordance with these requirements, an 

appropriate assessment of the likely impact on heritage assets has been provided and suitable 

mitigation proposed.  

6.8 Section 13 specifically addresses mineral development. Paragraph 142 recognises the 

importance of ensuring that a sufficient supply of material is available for the needs of 

infrastructure, buildings, energy and goods. It is also recognised that mineral can only be 

worked where resources exist and that it is important to make the best use of them to secure 

their long term conservation. 

Comment: The proposal will maintain and extend an existing strategic site for the 

production of construction materials required for local development projects. The extension of 

the silt lagoons is required to enable the mineral to be washed, to remove impurities, for use 

as high quality aggregates.   

6.9 Paragraph 144 provides criteria for the determination of mineral planning applications. The 

development proposal accords with the criteria, as: 

 The continued provision of construction materials benefits development in Dorset and 

the County’s economy;  

 The mineral will help maintain the County’s landbank and the site is outside of a 

protected area; 

 The environmental impacts associated with the development have been investigated. 

The resulting development proposal has incorporated controls and mitigation 

measures to ensure that there are no unacceptable adverse effects; and 

 A high quality restoration scheme is proposed as an integral component of the 

development scheme. 

6.10 Paragraphs 186 and 187 relate to the decision making process for all types of development.  

This requires local planning authorities to “approach decision taking in a positive way to foster 

the delivery of sustainable development…seek to approve applications for sustainable 

development where possible” and “work proactively with applicants to secure developments 

that improve the economic, social and environmental conditions of the area”.  
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Comment: Planning permission should be granted to ensure that infrastructure is provided 

to maintain a strategic source of building materials and to facilitate a restoration scheme 

which provides environmental benefits. 

6.11 Paragraph 196 addresses the determination of planning applications. It reiterates the 

provisions of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and requires the planning 

system to be plan-led and ‘applications for planning permission must be determined in 

accordance with the development plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise’.  The 

NPPF is noted to be a material consideration in the planning process. Paragraph 197 continues 

requiring that, “in assessing and determining development proposals, local planning authorities 

should apply the presumption in favour of sustainable development”.  

Comment: The review of the development plan, in the following sections, demonstrates 

that the proposal is in full accordance with local planning policy.  

Local Policy 

6.12 The Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole Minerals Strategy Adopted 6th May 2014 (the Strategy) 

provides the vision, objectives, spatial strategy and policy framework for minerals 

development in Dorset. The objectives and policies of this Strategy are reviewed, as follows, 

where they are relevant to this development proposal. 

6.13 This Strategy is based on a set of clear objectives for minerals development which are 

translated into a spatial strategy and core policies. Relevant to this planning application are 

Objectives 1 to 6 which are supported as follows: 

 Objective 1:- The provision of sand and gravel supports the economy of Dorset 

through a steady supply of aggregates required for infrastructure and buildings; 

 Objective 3:- The ability to extend the silt lagoons will allow the mineral from 

Woodsford Quarry to continue to be washed to provide high quality aggregate 

products, to ensure the most efficient and appropriate use of all the resources; 

 Objective 4:- The proposed restoration scheme will benefit the natural environment;  

 Objective 5:- the development proposal has been designed to avoid adverse 

environmental impact; and 
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 Objective 6:- The ability to extend the silt lagoons allows access to and avoids the 

sterilisation of a valuable mineral resource. 

6.14 Policy SS1 requires the Mineral Planning Authority to take a positive approach that reflects the 

presumption in favour of sustainable development contained in the National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF). Compliance with the NPPF is detailed in the previous section.  

6.15 Policy SS2 requires the identification of sites in the Mineral Sites Plan. The Mineral Site Plan is, 

however, yet to be produced.  

6.16 Policy CC1 requires an assessment of how climate change mitigation and adaptation measures 

have been incorporated into the design and operation of a development proposal.  It has been 

demonstrated in this application that the development proposal will not lead to an increase in 

activities beyond those currently permitted. As a result, emissions associated with climate 

change will not be increased. 

6.17 Policy AS1 seeks the adequate and steady supply of locally extracted sand and gravel by 

maintaining a landbank of permitted reserves equivalent to at least 7 years' worth of supply 

over the period to 2028, based on the current agreed local annual supply requirement for 

Bournemouth, Dorset and Poole.  This will be achieved, in part, from the remaining reserves at 

existing permitted sites and new extensions to existing permitted sites. The development 

proposal will support the quarry’s current contribution of the landbank by increasing the 

permitted reserves. It will also allow the current reserves, which support the existing landbank, 

to continue to be washed to produce the high quality aggregates. 

6.18 Policy RS1 requires mineral development to demonstrate a high quality and appropriate 

restoration scheme which will enable an appropriate after-use. This development proposal 

seeks an extension to an existing mineral site in which a high quality restoration is proposed. 

6.19 Policy RS2 is adhered to as the mineral processing plant and infrastructure will be removed 

following the cessation of the mineral operations.  

6.20 The aspirations of Policy RS3 are supported as the Applicant holds regular liaison meetings 

with local groups which it is proposed to continue. 

6.21 Policy DM1 requires mineral development to support the delivery of social, economic and 

environmental benefits whilst any adverse impacts should be avoided or mitigated to an 

acceptable level. These requirements will be achieved as follows: 
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 The development will not increase the effects of climate change; 

 Through the management of impacts such as noise and dust, the local amenity is 

protected; 

 The proposed restoration scheme will enhance biodiversity and the landscape; 

 A scheme of working is proposed that will keep production of mineral waste to a 

minimum whilst ensuring the availability of an adequate amount of material for the  

phased restoration of the quarry; 

 The temporary development of agricultural land is demonstrated to be necessary to 

extend the silt lagoon capacity within the quarry; 

 The silt lagoons are required for the efficient use of water resources on the site; 

 There will not be an adverse impact on the water environment and flood risk; 

 The development proposal will not lead to significant cumulative impacts, 

 Traffic numbers will not be significantly increased; and 

 The proposed restoration and after-use proposals comply with this Strategy. 

6.22 It has been demonstrated in this application that all the potential impacts have been assessed, 

and adequate mitigation proposed, to reduce any impact on amenity to an acceptable level. 

Policy DM2 is therefore adhered too. 

6.23 The accompanying hydrological assessment demonstrates that the development proposal will 

not impact on the water environment nor create a flood risk. Policy DM3 is therefore 

supported. 

6.24 Policy DM4 requires provisions to protect and/or enhance the quality, character and amenity 

value of the countryside and landscape. These requirements have been addressed through the 

provision of the landscaped bunds. The development proposal is also not within a designated 

landscape. Nevertheless, an appraisal of landscape character has been provided. 

6.25 The development proposal is not located within nor will affect a site designated for its 

biodiversity or geological interest. An ecological assessment has been provided and the 

recommended mitigation will be adopted. Policy DM5 is therefore adhered too.  
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6.26 Policy DM7 requires that assessment of the historic environmental which has been provided. 

The presence of historic assets of national significance requiring in-situ preservation has not 

been identified. A watching brief is proposed to record any historic features, should they be 

found.  

6.27 It is not proposed to significantly increase traffic generated at the quarry. A Traffic Assessment 

in accordance with Policy DM8 is, therefore, not required.  
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Appendix 1 – Current Quarry Planning Permission 
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Appendix 2 – Borehole Results 
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Appendix 3 - Archaeological Assessment 
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Appendix 4 – Dust Scheme 
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Appendix 5 – Ecology Assessment 
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Appendix 6 - Hydrology & Flood Risk Assessments 
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Appendix 7 – Landscape & Visual Appraisal 
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Appendix 9 – Noise Assessment 
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Appendix 8 – Proposed Noise Monitoring Scheme 


