
Tubney Wood Liaison Committee 

Minutes of Meeting on 8th October 2015 at Appleton Village Hall 

Present:  

Hills Quarry Products Ltd  – Andrew Liddle [AL] 
Hills Quarry Products Ltd  – Mick Chivers [MC] 
Tubney Wood Preservation Group (TWPG)  - Graham Rose [GR] 
Tubney Wood Preservation Group (TWPG)  – John Sear [JS] 
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)  - Bill Stewart Jones [BSJ] 
Fyfield & Tubney Parish Council  – John Watts [JW] 
Appleton Resident  - Nick Hester [NH] 

 
1. Apologies: Claire Salmon, Matthew Case [attended site visit]. 

2. Matters Arising from the last Liaison Meeting: 

Minutes of last meeting (23rd September 2014) approved. 

3. Quarry Update: 

All operations have ceased. 

4. Restoration & Landscaping: 

Prior to the liaison meeting a visit around the site was conducted to show the members of the 
liaison committee the current state of restoration. 

[AL] gave an update to the operation so far. As could be seen by the site visit, the site 
infrastructure is now completely stripped, the weighbridge and offices have been removed and 
the final soils have been placed over the inert site. The area where the weighbridge and offices 
were located has been cleared and restored to bare sand. This will be seeded and allowed to 
generate some natural growth over time. 

Tree planting for the remainder of the site will commence in February 2016 and the Arable 
Weed Strip will be planted in early spring 2016. [MC] has had discussions with the County 
Ecologist regarding the possible makeup of the seed mix, including Corn Poppy, Corn Flower. 

The site entrance alterations were tabled showing the reduction in width of the access to allow 
vehicle access to the phone mast and the site, but deter the potential of fly tipping in the 
area. The proposal is subject to Highways permission; once this is given the entrance will be 
altered, early in the New Year at the latest. 

5. Planning Matters:  

GR – asked the general question as to “whether there were any lessons learnt” from the whole 
operation to members of the committee. An open discussion, regarding the pros and cons of 
the planning process and the fact that the two parties will inevitably have opposing opinion 
and standpoint took place. Economic growth, in any area, will lead to a requirement for 
buildings and infrastructure. This can only be provided one of two ways, either import 
materials to build with from a distant source or provide for materials within the county. If 
there is a need for materials, it is incumbent on the County to make the provision. Geology 
dictates where the material is available and the planning process needs to be more open, from 
both sides, to be able to engage in a constructive dialogue from the start. 

6. Any Other Business: 



Nothing raised. 

7. Next meeting of this committee: 

Now that the site is heading into its final phase of restoration it was considered the next 
meeting would be held around October 2017. 


