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Introduction

Hills Homes are seeking the local community’s views on its proposals to  develop land in its ownership to the west of Day House Lane for up to 70 open market and affordable dwellings.

Hills Homes is part of The Hills Group, a family owned company with a 117 year history, that has been involved in the construction of high quality homes since 1998. In recent years, we have 
built houses across Berkshire, Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire and Wiltshire.

Our current developments are situated in locations such as Blunsdon, Calne, Corston, Malmesbury and Watchfield.

All our homes are built to Hills’ exacting standards and come with an NHBC Buildmark warranty. 

We are members of The Building Safety Group. This ensures that we minimise the risk of accidents in the workplace and certifies that we comply with all health, safety and environmental  
regulations. 

We have won recognition for the quality and design of our properties. 

As recently as 2016 we gained multiple LABC awards in the South West of England category including the ‘Best Small New Housing Development.’ 

Examples of developments by Hills Homes
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Context

The site lies to the south of the built up area and originally formed part of the Commonhead  
allocation which is currently being built out and now known as Badbury Park.

An application for the part of the Commonhead allocation located to the south of the site (which 
is currently allocated for employment uses) is shortly to be submitted by Persimmon for the  
development of 300 homes.

The site is considered to be a sustainable location for new residential development, being  
located within viable walking/cycling distance of a number of local facilities and services  
including Liden Primary School, a Tesco Express, a children’s nursery and the Great Western 
Hospital. There is also a current planning application for full planning permission for three retail 
units, a children’s nursery and a Community Hall on the part of the Commonhead allocation  
located opposite the site.

The site falls outside the North Wessex Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) but 
is visible from it.
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The Site

The site covers approximately 7.1 hectares of land, to the west of Day House Lane. It is located on the site of a former brickworks that was subsequently used as a landfill site; it now comprises 
an area of rough grassland.

Due to the site’s former use as a brickworks, and subsequently a landfill site, the landform of the area is somewhat uneven, with several highpoints within the field including a highpoint of 
>120m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD). There is a notable drop away towards the footpath to the west of the site, as well as a more gradual fall towards Day House Lane to the east. Within the 
wider landscape, the chalk downland which characterises the AONB is defined by a series of distinct ridgelines and valleys, while the clay vales around Swindon are relatively flat.

Significant on-site vegetation is limited, with the area primarily comprising rough grassland. However, a belt of saplings has recently been planted through the site, west of centre, which when 
mature, will form a distinct landscape feature within the local area. Mature hedging and tree cover defines the site boundaries, giving the area a relatively high level of containment. Several 
trees around the site are covered by Tree Preservation Orders.

To the east and south of the site is the Commonhead/Badbury Park Development which is currently being built.
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Constraints and Opportunities

The site has been subject to detailed analysis to identify the constraints and opportunities for  
development. The results of this analysis have informed where development on the site should be  
located and this analysis is shown opposite.

The key constraints are considered to be:

• The outer edge of the Coate Water Protection Zone 

• The existing trees and hedgerows present on the site 

• The protected species (badgers) that have been found to be present on the site; and 

• The amenities of the residents of the existing dwelling.
 
 
 
 
 
The key opportunities are considered to be:

•  The provision of new housing in a sustainable location which would not impact on the Coate Water 
protection zone or the North Wessex Downs AONB; 

•  The provision of new footpath routes to link the site with both the Commonhead/Badbury Park site 
and the adjacent countryside via new links to existing Public Rights of Way; 

• The provision of new areas of public open space which link to the wider countryside.
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Proposed Scheme

The proposed scheme would involve:

•  The erection of up to 70 dwellings (30% of which would be  
affordable); 

•  The creation of new vehicular accesses onto Day House Land and associated works to 
Day House Lane; 

•  The provision of new areas of public open space and footpath links to existing Public 
Rights of Way

A plan of the proposed site layout is shown opposite.

As the outline is in application, at this stage, the proposed site layout is for illustrative  
purposes only.

Although it is illustrative, as well as the analysis of development constraints/opportunities,  
the design of the proposed scheme has also been influenced by a number of technical  
reports/assessments including:

• An Arboricultural Impact Assessment; 

• An Air Quality Assessment; 

• A Contaminated Land Assessment and Mitigation Strategy 

• A Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment;  

• Phase 1 & 2 Ecology Surveys; and 

• A Transport Assessment.
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Proposed Access Arrangements

A Transport Assessment is being prepared to assess the impact of the proposed 70 dwellings on 
the operation of the local highway network, as well as to establish an appropriate access  
strategy and overall site layout in terms of carriageway and footway widths, cycle parking etc.

In order to minimise the risk of drivers ‘rat-running’ via Day House Lane and nearby villages,  
access to the site is proposed from Badbury Park (‘Commonhead’) and across Day House Lane, in 
a similar way to that proposed by Redrow and Persimmon for Badbury Park Phase 3.

In his determination of the appeal for the Commonhead development, the Planning  
Inspector concluded that ‘the appeal scheme is unlikely to lead to a significant increase in rat 
running traffic such that it would endanger other road users on Day House Lane and other lanes 
to the south of Swindon’.  Details of the intersection between the Badbury Park spine road and 
Day House Lane were reserved for subsequent consideration.  Redrow and Persimmon are now 
exploring those details in their proposals for replacing the consented employment land with  
residential use.

When accounting for Redrow and Persimmon’s proposals for replacing the consented 50,000m² 
of commercial floorspace at Badbury Park Phase 3 with 300 dwellings, total traffic flows using 
the two Badbury Park vehicular accesses off Marlborough Road (A4259) with the 70 dwellings 
proposed by Hills are still anticipated to be lower than that permitted for the existing  
Commonhead development (i.e. with the consented floorspace).  Nonetheless, local junctions will 
be tested using modelling software to understand the impact of the traffic associated with the 
proposed 70 dwellings.
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Proposed Access Arrangements (continued)

The plan shown opposite shows an initial concept design for how access to the site across Day 
House Lane could be achieved.  It follows the same principles as that understood to be proposed 
by Redrow and Persimmon for Badbury Park Phase 3.  Day House Lane will remain open.  Turning 
movements to and from Day House Lane will not be permitted, which will be reinforced through 
the geometric design of the intersection.  It will likely employ localised narrowing, gateway  
features, planting and landscaping, changes in surfacing etc.
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Q & A

Why are you submitting this planning application?

There is a national need for new housing, with the need for new housing in Swindon Borough being particularly acute with currently 2,261 households in need of affordable housing in Swindon.
The Government requires Councils to demonstrate a five year supply of sites suitable for residential development, to try and ensure there is a continual source of new dwellings provided to 
meet the housing needs of the area. Swindon Borough Council is currently unable to demonstrate a five year supply, which is why this application has been submitted.

Why this site?

•  It is a suitable and sustainable location for new residential development that is well related to the built up area and forms a logical extension to Badbury Park 

• It would also involve the use of land of a lower environmental quality and would have a non-adverse landscape and visual impact 

• It is also readily accessible and the proposed access arrangements would both help to reduce vehicle speeds along Day House Lane (which is frequently used by people walking and cycling).

What happens next?

The feedback comments received from this event will be considered and amendments made to the proposed scheme if this is considered necessary.
A Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) will also be prepared and submitted with the planning application, which will summarise the concerns raised by those who attended the community 
consultation and provide a response to the concerns.


