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NEWS RELEASE: IMMEDIATE 

 

HILLS AND HONDA WIN AWARD FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EXCELLENCE 

A joint initiative between Hills Waste Solutions and Honda of the UK Manufacturing 

Ltd (HUM) has won top honours at the 2010 Chartered Institution of Wastes 

Management (CIWM) Awards for Environmental Excellence, which recognise and 

reward good practice in sustainable waste and resource management. 

 

The two companies scooped the Sustainable Facilities Management Performance of 

the Year award against stiff competition. 

 

Image l-r :  Kate Silverton event host, Sarah Bentley of Honda, Paul Camp of sponsors Low Carbon Economy and 

Mike Webster of Hills Waste Solutions 

 

Hills Waste Solutions and HUM achieved ‘zero waste to landfill’ at the 370 acre car 

manufacturing plant in Swindon 3 months before the December 2010 target date.  

The partnership initiative resulted in a recycling rate of more than 95% with only a 

small amount, less than 5%, sent for energy recovery.  The results include: 

• Reducing the amount of waste sent to landfill from 71kg/car to zero, diverting an 

average of nearly 4,000 tonnes per annum from landfill 
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• Improving waste separation and minimisation to reduce the amount of non-

hazardous material handled through the onsite compactor by 75% 

• Working with supplies to introduce returnable packaging for parts and 

consumable materials to the point where over 99%of local suppliers are now 

using returnable packaging as standard 

 

Accepting the award, Mike Webster, group director – Waste Solutions, reflected on 

the work that Hills and HUM had undertaken over the past 10 years to achieve this 

milestone.  “All the staff involved should be justifiably proud of themselves.  The 

CIWM award is fantastic recognition of our joint success.”  

 

Mike Godfrey, chief engineer - environment at HUM acknowledged the prestigious 

award as “both a reflection of the hard work to achieve the zero waste to landfill 

objective and the companies on-going campaign for environmental improvement.” 

 

CIWM chief executive Steve Lee said, ““This partnership approach between Honda 

and Hills Waste Solutions demonstrates clearly the benefits that can accrue from 

setting clear goals on waste reduction and diversion from landfill. By using the EU 

Waste Hierarchy as the overriding framework, the initiative has focused on delivering 

the maximum environmental benefits and it sets an excellent example for others to 

follow.” 

 

The award ceremony, held on 18 November, was hosted by journalist and news 

presenter Kate Silverton. Judges included Dr Liz Goodwin, chief executive of the 

Waste & Resources Action Programme (WRAP) and John Ingham, environment 

editor of the Daily Express. 

ENDS 

 

Hills Waste Solutions is part of the Hills Group Limited - a family-owned business that 
celebrates its 110

th
 anniversary in 2010. The Group’s operations cover Wiltshire and 

neighbouring counties.  Its diverse activities include producing and supplying quarry products, 
managing and recycling both domestic and commercial waste and building quality homes.    
www.hills-group.co.uk 
 
Media contact:  Monique Hayes, Communications Officer, The Hills Group Limited 

 @HillsWaste 
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Honda of the UK Manufacturing Ltd is a fully integrated car manufacturing facility, 
producing the total car (Casting, Engine assembly, casting, welding, painting and frame 
assembly) on one site in Swindon, Wiltshire.  www.hondamanufacturing.co.uk 
 
The Chartered Institution of Wastes Management (CIWM) is the leading professional body 
for the waste management sector representing over 7000 individuals in the UK and overseas. 
Established in 1898, CIWM is a non profit-making organisation, dedicated to the promotion of 
professional competence amongst waste managers. CIWM seeks to raise standards for those 
working in and with the sector by producing best practice guidance, developing educational 
and training initiatives, and providing information on key waste-related issues. 
Comprehensive information about CIWM can be found at www.ciwm.co.uk 


