
celebrating a unique partnership



We care about the locations that give us our living and are 

committed to giving something back for the benefit of all 

communities in Wiltshire. Supporting the Trust ensures that wildlife 

habitats are created and protected for future generations to enjoy.  

Mike Hill, Chief Executive, Hills Group

Foreword by Gary Mantle

The Hills Group has been an active part of Wiltshire life for over 110 years through its 

diverse activities in waste management and recycling, quarry products and ready-mixed 

concrete, and the building of new homes. It has demonstrated its commitment to the 

communities it serves and it is the Group’s particular dedication to Wiltshire’s wildlife  

that we celebrate here.

 

The Group has been an inspiration to all those working to protect and restore Wiltshire’s 

natural environment for its local communities, and its funding has made it possible to 

purchase special wildlife sites, facilitate public enjoyment and appreciation of the natural 

environment, increase the knowledge and understanding of the natural world amongst 

children and build the capacity of organisations able to undertake this wide range of activity.

 

Wiltshire Wildlife Trust is just one of the many organisations to have benefited from Hills’ 

support through landfill tax and the generosity of the Group itself to help us achieve our 

vision of a sustainable future for wildlife and people.

 

We are very lucky to have worked in partnership with the Hills Group for 20 years.  

This collaboration has recently reached a major milestone with the total amount given 

by the Hills Group to the Trust reaching £4.7m. This tremendous landmark in the Trust’s 

history is a clear sign of the Hills Group’s generosity and the seriousness of its respect for 

Wiltshire, its natural environment and people.

 

We’ve highlighted just some examples of how the remarkable support from Hills  

has resulted in the Trust achieving key outcomes which improve the environment  

and encourage more people to enjoy the natural world and live more sustainable  

enriching lives.

 

Dr Gary Mantle MBE – Director, Wiltshire Wildlife Trust
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Creating Living Landscapes across Wiltshire

Taking a broader approach to management of the countryside and working across 
large areas of land, known as working at a landscape scale, is fundamental to enabling 
the adaptation of our natural environment to the effects of climate change. 

The Hills Group has made a major contribution to the development of this new way 
of working, which is now universally adopted and promoted as the most effective 
approach to nature conservation in Britain. The Group has helped the Trust acquire 
six areas rich in wildlife, giving space for people to enjoy their natural environment 
whilst protecting, creating and improving special habitats.
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n   670 acres of chalk grassland 

conserved and restored – Wiltshire 

hosts 40% of the world’s resource

n   Almost a mile of hedgerow 

and 21 ponds, havens for brown 

hairstreak butterflies, barn owls  

and brown hares, have been  

created across Wiltshire

n   One of the most important areas for 

biodiversity in Europe, nearly 300 

acres around Clattinger Farm in 

the Cotswold Water Park, has been 

purchased and is now managed to 

create and improve special habitats 

n   On just one site, Langford Lakes 

near Salisbury, people can enjoy 3 

lakes, 25 acres of wetland, scrapes 

and islands, 13 acres of reedbed, a 

mile of the River Wylye, visitor and 

education centres

n   Over 140 farmers and landowners now 

manage their land sympathetically 

for wildlife and people, supported with 

advice and guidance from Wiltshire 

Wildlife Trust

n   Special stretches of the River Ray 

in the heart of Swindon and River 

Avon in Salisbury have been restored 

and now feature meanders, pools, 

backwaters and riffles to encourage a 

greater diversity of wildlife 

n   Farming operations have been 

established to enable the sustainable 

management of hay meadows and 

chalk downland on Lower Moor 

Farm, Blakehill and Morgan’s Hill

n   102 Strategic Nature Areas have 

been identif ied where wildlife must 

have space to move to enable the 

creation of living landscapes

Pioneering work with private landowners and farmers in the Braydon Forest has been 
funded by the Hills Group for 20 years and this was the starting point for our rebuilding 
biodiversity campaign. 
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n   The Hills Group support has 

enabled the Trust to secure millions 

of pounds from other funders

n   12 young people, as part of the 

Future Jobs Fund, had the tools to 

plant 3,000 trees, create 300m of 

pathways and 200m of deer fencing 

in 6 months across Swindon 

n   Wiltshire Wildlife newsletter is 

transformed into a full colour 

magazine helping to spread the 

word about wildlife and people, 

environmental issues and 

sustainable lifestyles

n   An image library of nearly 2,000 

photographs of 40 wildlife sites 

provides a priceless resource

n   Projects and activities supported by 

the Hills Group have involved the 

active participation of hundreds 

of volunteers of all ages building 

social cohesion and delivering vital 

conservation work

n   As main sponsor of the Corporate 

Green Awards, the Hills Group 

has increased the recognition of 

environmental commitment from 

local businesses

Supporting the Trust’s activities

Support from the Hills Group has given Wiltshire Wildlife Trust the confidence 
to develop and grow as an organisation and have the courage to work in new and 
innovative ways. The Hills Group has enabled the Trust to play its part in creating  
a greener Wiltshire with communities able to live more sustainably. 
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n   In one year alone, 13,000 children, 

through 60 assemblies and 245 

workshops, learnt how to recycle 

and protect their environment 

n   Thousands of children across 

Wiltshire become waste warriors  

and recycle 2,000 tons of paper, 

saving 34,000 trees or enough energy 

to power 40 houses for 25 years

n   Hundreds of head teachers, 

teachers and governors can now 

embed sustainability principles 

into their schools’ ethos through 

conferences, advice sessions  

and Your Guide to Becoming a 

Sustainable School

n   Thousands of Wiltshire’s children 

experience their natural environment 

at our Visitor Centres at Lower  

Moor Farm in Somerford Keynes,  

and Langford Lakes near Salisbury

Inspiring the next generation

The Hills Group has made a major contribution to ensuring Wiltshire is a county fit 
for our children to grow up in and become good environmental citizens of the future 
who care for their natural environment.
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