
Tubney Wood Liaison Committee 

Minutes of Meeting on 20th September 2011 at Appleton Village Hall 

 

Present:  

Oxfordshire County Council – John Hamilton (JH) 

Hills Quarry Products Ltd – Andrew Liddle (AL), Mick Chivers (MC) 

Appleton with Eaton Parish Council – Claire Salmon (CS),  

Fyfield and Tubney Parish Council – John Watts (JW) 

Tubney Wood Preservation Group (TWPG) Graham Rose (in the chair) (GR); 
Margaret Reading (MR) John Sear (JS) 

Resident nearby Tubney Sandpit: Adrian Carey (AC) 

Marcham Resident and landowner: W Cumber (WC) 

Savills (Land Agents for Magdalen College): Douglas Mackellar (DM) 

 

1. Apologies: Nick Hester (TWPG) 

2. Minutes of last meeting (7th September 2010) approved after clarification over the 
appearance of two separate versions! 

3. Matters arising (and not elsewhere on the agenda): 

The already infilled areas of the site were top-soiled in the spring and are due imminently to 
be seeded to allow their return to arable use. The whole site is not returned to the care of 
Magdalen College for five years after restoration by Hills.  

The footpath from Besselsleigh is not yet restored, pending the infilling and re-seeding of 
extraction areas 5 & 6. There will be need for a new footpath sign once this is completed 
(Action: Fyfield  and Tubney Parish Council).  

4. Quarry Update: AL stated that extraction of sand should be completed by December 
2011.  Hills will shortly be lodging an application for an extension of five years. The 
methodology of operating the site is not conducive to easy in-filling. The in-filling of the void 
(estimated to be 300000-350000 tonnes) will be carried out over about four years (starting 
January 2012; with restoration complete by 2017 – one year after final infilling). There is 
agreement with the EA that the rate of infilling is capped at 120000 tonnes pa. Sales of the 
sand are continuing satisfactorily; however infilling is going more slowly than projected (as 
the cost paid by the site for in-fill is not competitive with that for other sites locally). There will 
be a period of long-term management and aftercare for 20 years after completion (by Hills 
for Magdalen). 



There have been no issues apart from the transfer of mud to the roadways; this is dealt with 
by sweeping twice per week (Tuesday and Friday) and at other times as needed. 

In the completed areas, there has been planting of ash and oak. Although growth is slow, the 
trees should be over the top of the tree guards by next year. The area along the dual 
carriageway of the A420 which is the responsibility of Magdalen College) is still very dense 
although there are some dying trees (over mature trees are liable to ‘wood-snap’). The lane 
to Tubney Manor Farm is also in need for some pruning, and thinning (again Magdalen’s 
responsibility). 

 Although the ‘bounds’ of the quarry provide a good noise restraint at present, there is no 
reason to believe this will be increased as the quarry is returned to the natural state.  

5. Planning Matters (JH): The OCC have conducted a recent monitoring and inspection of 
the quarry (July 2011) – there were no issues. However JH reminded Hills that an extension 
to their licence will be needed for infilling up to the end of 2012. JH suggested early 
discussions between the OCC and Hills. DM stated that Magdalen College are happy with 
the extension of the licence for infilling. 

Hills stated that although the availability of more infill material would be helpful, they did not 
want the site to be operating any longer than was necessary. They had started on the site at 
Upwood Park, and would be extracting from the site starting 2012. 

6. Other matters:     

• need for fencing along the A420 to be replaced. 

• there had been less ‘wandering’ recently on to the quarry site by the pupils at the 
Spires School, Besselsleigh. 

• truck movements would stay at the present rate of 100 vehicles per week (although 
the ratio of sand out to infill in would, of course, change). 

• there had been complaints over the fencing at Upwood Park (not within the TWPG’s 
remit); extraction there would be over 15 years with 3-4 years for in-filling. 

• agreed that TWLC and Hills would arrange an ‘Open Day’ for the village next March/ 
April and that any local resident who wanted to view the site should contact the site 
manager. 

 

7. Next meeting of this committee – 18 September 2012 (unless need for earlier meet) 


