
Tubney Wood Liaison Committee 

Minutes of Meeting on 23rd September 2014 at Appleton Village Hall 

Present:  

Hills Quarry Products Ltd  – Andrew Liddle (AL) 
Hills Quarry Products Ltd  – Mick Chivers (MC) 
Appleton with Eaton Parish Council  – Claire Salmon (CS) 
Tubney Wood Preservation Group (TWPG)  – John Sear (JS) 
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)  – Matthew Case (MC) 
Fyfield & Tubney Parish Council  – John Watts (JW) 
Magdelen Collage (Savills)  – Douglas Mackellar (DMK) 

 
 
1. Apologies: Adrian Carey, William Cumber, Margret Reading, David Flavin. 

2. Matters Arising from the last Liaison Meeting: 

Minutes of last meeting (15th April 2014) approved. 

3. Quarry Update: 

(AL) gave an update to the operation so far. All external sales from the site finished in August. 

Infilling of nearly all the site has been completed; leaving only Phase 9 & 10 to infill. These will 
be completed by the end of October / November. 

The removal of the infrastructure, weighbridge, offices, gates, etc will hopefully be removed 
by the year end. 

4. Restoration & Landscaping: 

(AL) Current infill area is Phase 9 & 10. Sub-soil and top-soil has been placed over the other 
area of the site and this will also be seeded in October. The re-installation of the footpath 
back to its original line has been completed to the satisfaction of the Rights of Way officer. A 
temporary fence has been erected along the west side of the footpath to demarcate the quarry 
operations and restrict access. This will be removed when the infill and restoration works are 
completed. 

Tree planting for the remainder of the site will commence in January 2015 and the Arable 
Weed Strip will be planted in early spring 2015. (MC) has had discussions with the County 
Ecologist regarding the possible makeup of the seed mix, including Corn Poppy, Corn Flower. 

5. Planning Matters:  

(CS) noted there have been times, during heavy rainfall; there is standing water across the 
access road to the A420. (MC) confirmed he had contracted a ‘gully sucker’ to work on the 
drain after the last meeting. 

The July compliance visits raised no issues. 

(AL) Hills will be looking at what reinstatement works will be required at the entrance. 
Currently the belief is the bell mouth needs to be reduced to one gate width. The Appleton 
residents would like to make use of the entrance, especially when dropping people off for the 
bus, but the entrance will need to be minimised in some way to prevent trespass or fly tipping. 

 



6. Future Development: 

No items to raise. 

 

7. Any Other Business: 

(JW) was asked to raise the issue of Vodaphone reception in the village. GR indicates there 
have been access issues which have prevented Vodaphone from correcting the fault. Both (AL) 
and (DM) stated that there has not been any request from Vodaphone to attend the site, 
furthermore their compound is outside the gate of Hills and can be accessed by them at any 
time. 

(DMK) referred to the previous minutes regarding the discussion of Public Access to the site 
once the operator has left. There are a number of liability issues with trees / deer control 
which would need discussion with the land owner before anything could be decided further. 

The committee discussed holding an open day for the residents to visit again, sometime in June 
with some information regarding the life of the site, the issues and the benefits. Any 
photographs, plans to be used, to highlight the sales tonnages, the restoration volumes and the 
archaeological discoveries over the years, which will tie the project together as it draws to a 
close. 

8. Next meeting of this committee: 

14th April 2015 at 16:00 at the Appleton Village Hall with a site visit at 15:00 to view the 
restoration development. 

 

A reminder will be circulated in August, with a paper copy posted to Margaret Reading 


